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Stanovisko rémskych komunit

Predstavitelia romskych organizacii a zdruzeni na Slovensku dlhodobo aktivne spolupracovali s
M.Seféovicom pocas Jeho pdsobenia vo funkcii staleho predstavitela SR pri EU.

M. Sefcovi¢ bol vo&i poziadavkdm a aktivitim rémskych zdruzeni dosial’ vzdy vel'mi ustretovy a
pripraveny spolocne presadzovat’ romske projekty.

Vd'aka tomuto pristupu a osobnému zaangazovaniu sa M. Seféovica bol vytvoreny projekt lokalnej
stratégie komplexného pristupu v ramci Horizontélnej priority pre marginalizované romske komunity
Narodného strategického referenéného ramca 2007-2013 vo vyske 200 mil. eur, ktory moZno v ramci
EU povazovat' za unikatny.

Dlhodoba angazovanost M. Sefcovita sa odrazila aj v iniciative 12 krajin + jedného pozorovatela zo
strednej a JV Eurépy — Romska dekada, ktorej cielom je zmena Zivota Romov v Eurdpe, ich socidlne
zaclenenie a zlepSenie ekonomického a socialneho statusu v regione.

Vzhladom na uvedené skuto¢nosti a dlhodobt naditandardnu spolupracu rémskych organizacii s M.
Seféovitom vyjadrujeme ostry protest s poslednymi vyjadreniami a spoésobom prezentovania jeho
vzt'ahu k romskej mens$ine zo strany niektorych poslancov.

Verime, Ze tieto zavadzajuce obvinenia nebudi mat vplyv na preverovanie osobnostnych a
profesionalnych kvalit M. Seféovi¢a po¢as nadchadzajiceho hearingu.

English version
Roma organisations in Slovakia had been actively cooperating with Mr. Seféovi& over a long period.
In his position as the Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to the EU Mr. Seféovi¢ has
always been open, pro-active and ready to support and address all respective projects on the Roma
issue.

Thanks to the positive approach and personal engagement of Mr. Sefovi¢ in this regard an unique
European project in a complex local strategy approach within the horizontal priority - Marginalised
Roma community in National strategic framework of reference 2007-2013 (200 mil. Euro) that has
been set up within the Slovak Republic.

Long-term engagement of Mr. Seféovi¢ has also flowed into the so called "Roma Decade" — an
initiative adopted by 8 countries in Central and Southeast Europe established in order to change the
lives of Roma people in Europe and to provide social inclusion and improvement of economic and
social status of the Roma community across the region.

In the light of the above-mentioned facts and thanks to the long-term positive cooperation of Roma
organisations with Mr. Seféovi¢ we would like to declare our strong protest to the recent statements
and way of communicating of his attitude towards Roma community declared by some MEPs:
We believe that the unfair allegation will have no impact on coming testing of fersonal and
professional skills of Mr. Seféovi¢ at the Hearing on 18 January 2010.
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